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POLICY No. 7.5 

GRANT IN AID 

Effective Date December 10, 2024 

Revision Letter E 
Council 

Approval 2024-22-08 

1.0 PURPOSE 

1.1. The purpose of this policy is to set out the grant in aid application and review processes to 
promote fairness and consistency in the granting of funding for projects and activities that benefit 
the community. 

2.0 SCOPE 

2.1. This policy applies to all requests for grant funding received by the District of Fort St. James. 

3.0 DEFINITIONS 

3.1. Applicant means the not-for-profit or registered charitable organization that is applying for the 
Grant in Aid. 

3.2. Business Day means any day from Monday to Friday, inclusive, between the hours of 8:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM, during which the Municipal Office is open to the public, excluding statutory holidays 
and other days when the Municipal Office is officially closed. 

3.3. Council means the Council of the District. 
3.4. Capital Works Grant in Aid means not-for-profit or registered charitable organizations 

undertaking capital improvement projects. 
3.5. District means the District of Fort St. James. 
3.6. Extraordinary Application means an application which, in the opinion of the Chief Financial 

Officer, could not have been made in advance of the event or activity for which funding is being 
requested, due to circumstances beyond the Applicant’s control. 

3.7. General Grant in Aid means not-for-profit or registered charitable organizations or individuals 
that are: 
a) making a specific contribution towards enhancement of the quality of life within the 

community; or 
b) travelling outside the community, having attained a recognized level of excellence in areas 

of recreational, academic, or cultural pursuits. 
3.8. Matching Grant in Aid means not-for-profit or registered charitable organizations that have 

been offered funding from another source conditional on a municipal contribution.  
3.9. Sponsorship means a request for financial support toward the cost of an event, program, or 

organization, provided in exchange for tangible benefits such as advertising, recognition, or other 
agreed-upon considerations.  
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4.0 POLICY 

Grant in Aid Categories 

4.1. Council will consider Grant in Aid requests that fall into one of the following categories: 

a) General Grant in Aid; 

b) Matching Grant in Aid; or 

c) Capital Works Grant in Aid. 

4.2. Council will consider a Sponsorship request as and when they are received, and they fall outside 
of the Grant in Aid policy. 

Application Process 

4.3. Council will consider applications on a quarterly basis, the quarterly intake periods are as follows: 

a) Quarter 1 application deadline is the last Business Day of February; 

b) Quarter 2 application deadline is the last Business Day of May; 

c) Quarter 3 application deadline is the last Business Day of August; and 

d) Quarter 4 application deadline is the last Business Day of November; 

4.4. Notwithstanding section 4.2, Council will consider an Extraordinary Application at the next 
Regular Council Meeting provided the Applicant has satisfied the Chief Financial Officer that the 
application could not have been submitted within the quarterly intake periods. 

4.5. An Applicant will submit a Grant in Aid application form in the form prescribed by the Chief 
Financial Officer. 

4.6. Subject to 4.4 if the Applicant has not completed the Grant in Aid application form to the 
satisfaction of the Chief Financial Officer, the Chief Financial Officer will hold or reject the 
application. 

Application Criteria 

4.7. A Grant in Aid application must comply with the following criteria: 

a) be a benefit to the whole community, or the greatest number of Fort St. James residents as 
reasonably possible; 

b) provide a worthwhile service to the community and not duplicate or compete with existing 
services; 

c) the applicant must be located within Fort St. James or Electoral Area C (Fort St. James Rural); 
and 

d) if it is for an event, the event must be open to all members of the public. 

Evaluation Criteria 

4.8. At their discretion, Council may: 
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a) require an Applicant to demonstrate that they have sought other sources of grant funding 
prior to approaching the District for a Grant in Aid; 

b) request additional information from the Applicant, which could be in the form of: 

i. delegation to Council; or 

ii. correspondence to Council; 

c) limit the number of grants to a particular organization in a calendar year; 

d) provide a lesser funding amount than requested by the Applicant; 

e) provide the full funding amount requested by the Applicant; 

f) require an Applicant provide a report within 60 days of completion of their event/project; 

g) place conditions on the Grant in Aid funding; or 

h) reject a Grant in Aid. 

4.9. Council shall not provide funding for relief from municipal property taxes or utility fees through 
Grants in Aid. 

Rejection and Returns 

4.10. An Applicant that has outstanding accounts with the District will be rejected by the Chief Financial 
Officer. 

4.11. An Applicant that has cancelled their project or event in which was the basis for the Grant in Aid 
funding, shall return the funding to the District within 60 days of the cancellation. 

4.12. An Applicant that has not returned funding as described in Section 4.9 will have all future Grant 
in Aid requests rejected until the funding has been repaid to the District. 

5.0 RESPONSIBILITIES 

5.1. It is the responsibility of the Chief Financial Officer to administer this policy. 

5.2. It is the responsibility of the Chief Administrative Officer to: 

a) review this policy annually; and 

b) approve administrative updates to this policy. 

5.3. It is the responsibility of Council to: 

a) award Grants in Aid in accordance with this policy; and 

b) approve this policy. 
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6.0 DOCUMENT APPROVALS 

Role Position Name of 
Approver 

Date  
Approved 

Owner Corporate Officer Alexander Bihori December 3, 2024 
Reviewer Chief Administrative Officer Rachelle Willick December 3, 2024 
Final Approver Mayor and Council  Martin Elphee December 10, 2024 

7.0 REVISION HISTORY 

Effective  
Date 

Rev 
Letter Document Author Description of Change 

September 13, 2006 N/A  Original Policy 
February 11, 2009 A   
January 25, 2012 B   
April 27, 2016 C   
August 8, 2023 D Gwendolyn Kennedy, 

Corporate Officer 
5.5 (a): Adds requirement that Council 
consider whether an applicant has sought 
other sources of funding. 

December 10, 2024 E Alexander Bihori, 
Corporate Officer 

Updated extraordinary application 
definition to CFO discretion. Introduced 
quarterly intake periods with deadlines. 
Removed grant in aid budget section. 
Added CFO review of applications and 
outstanding fees leading to rejection. 
Adjusted the prohibited uses for tax/utility 
relief. Adjusted responsibilities section for 
CAO, CFO, and Council. Added more 
definitions. 
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